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Community-Led Mapping Breaks Cycle of Sickness in Thailand

About Us

Applied Research

Community-Led Mapping Breaks Cycle of Sickness in Thailand

Calendar

Printable story [pdf]

Fact Sheets

Villagers in northern Thailand connect environmental causes with sickness using an innovative

Global Initiative for mapping technigue and then take action to protect and promote their own heaith.

Food Systems i ) ] . )
Leadership Smaoky haze clings to villages in northern Thailand during the

dry season between January and April, when the monsoon
rain stops and garbage burning begins. People here burn
everything that needs disposing, from plastic bags to rice
straw left over from harvest. Burning is the cheapest and

Dur Newsletter

Programs . ; :

fastest way to remowve trash in the largely rural region without fire burns 3 Rillside in northemn
Public Health infrastructure and to prepare fields for planting when the rains Thailand, creating a plume of
Residen return. Most people in the region are subsistence rice farmers irritating smolke, which is common

who hawve been burning their trash and fields for at least 100 gduring the dry season from January
Years. to April.

A short drive from the burn zone Phongtape Wiwatanadate, M.D., Ph.D., director of Community
Medicine at Chiang Mai University, studies the health effects of burning, namely asthma and lung
cancer. Thailand’s northern province, where burning is rampant, has one of the highest rates of
lung cancer in the developing world, with 500 to 600 new cases appearing every year in a
population of 1.7 million people, comparable to the incidence of lung cancer in other rapidly
developing countries in Southeast Asia, according to the most recent 2008 data from the World

Frogram Maps

Take Action

Coll Link _— ; . . : : :
DR e Health DrgEIFIIZEItICI'ﬂ.l Lung disease in northern Thailand has been linked to airborne carcinogens,

including the smog-inducing byproducts of burning plastic. Small airborne particulates—such as

About dust, ash and diesel fuel particles—are inhalable, and therefore, the most dangerous.

| Going beyond the data

Directory ' -f_u_-:g :
Empl " " “! ' Early in his air quality research, Phongtape called public
mploymen 7%

- meetings in the area where he had worked as physician

for many years. Local people—including a few Buddhist

,..:: monks clad in saffron-colored robes and young people
wearing jeans and sandals—gathered in community

”* u:enters tu:r hear Phungtapas message: Smuke frurrl

AR AR
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Map/Directions
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Volunteer
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http://www.cahfs.umn. edu/apphedresearch/globalohlmplement/Compe111ngStor1es/tha11and mapping/ 1ndex htm
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